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not lacking for all that. As the first of fifteen chil-
dren, all of whom reached maturity, John found
ample opportunity to cultivate that affectionate
helpfulness and gayety of spirit which in after
years even enemies accounted one of his most
notable traits.

Among the various influences which, during the
plastic years of boyhood and youth, went to shape
the outlook of the future Chief Justice high rank
must be accorded his pioneer life. It is not merely
that the spirit of the frontier, with its independence
of precedent and Its audacity of initiative, breathes
through his great constitutional decisions, but also
that in being of the frontier Marshall escaped being
something else. Had he been born in lowland Vir-
ginia, he would have imbibed the intense localism
and individualism of the great plantation, and with
his turn of mind might well have filled the role
of Calhoun instead of that very different role he
actually did fill. There was, indeed, one great
planter with whom young Marshall was thrown
into occasional contact, and that was his father's
patron and patron saint, Washington. The appeal
made to the lad's imagination by the great Virgin-
ian was deep and abiding. And it goes without
saying that the horizons suggested by the fame of